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“THE WAR AGAINST CARNALITY” 
1 CORINTHIANS 3:10-17

NOVEMBER 26, 2006

INTRO Last week:  Carnality is the root cause of disunity and it is the deadly enemy 
 of every believer. (3:1-9) 

MESSAGE
 
 BE CAREFUL HOW AND WHAT YOU BUILD IN OTHER PEOPLE’S 
 LIVES! (10) 
 

You are building in the lives of your children.
You are building in the lives of your brothers and sisters in Christ.

 You are even building in the lives of your co-workers. 
 
THE FACTS 
 
   There is only one foundation to build on. (11)
   There are only two types of materials to build with. (12) 
   The quality of your work will be tested. (13)
   If your work is high quality you will be rewarded. (14) 
   If your work is poor quality you will suffer loss. (15)
   You are building in each believer—and each believer is a temple, a dwelling place 
 of the Holy Spirit. (16)
   You must build a holy temple and jealously guard that which is holy. (17)
 
APPLICATIONS
 
1.  My friend, let me ask you a pointed question.  If, as Paul teaches in our text, every 
 Christian is to build upon the foundation of the apostles, if each believer is to build 

skillfully, using only the best materials, then how is your contribution to the building 
 going?  Do you know what part you are to play?  Do you know what part of the 
 temple is yours to build?  You cannot build well if you are not building at all.  If you 
 are not building at all, you are defiling the temple. 
 
2.  We live in a consumer age.  By and large, the church growth movement caters to  
 members, or seekers, as consumers.  It finds out the kind of church people want to 
 attend, and then seeks to provide this kind of church.  Consequently, some churches 
 may have many of their pews filled, but with people who expect, even demand, to get 
 what they want form the church in terms of services, yet at a bargain price—at little  
 or no cost to themselves.  They want to get much and give little of themselves.


