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SABBATH – LEGALISTS
LUKE 13:10-21
JULY 8, 2012

CONTEXT In the broad context we must remember that Israel’s religious leadership has 
rejected Christ as their Messiah (11:14-26).  Also, Christ has taken away the 

 privilege of this generation from ever entering into the kingdom on earth as a 
nation (11:29-32).  His teaching is designed to help the disciples understand, 
live successfully in, and minister to this Christ-rejecting generation.  

MESSAGE Sabbath-legalists hypocritically and continually misinterpret the purpose of 
 the Sabbath day. 

OUTLINE

I.  Sabbath-legalists hypocritically misrepresent the purpose of the Sabbath day. 
     (13:10-17)
 A.  The healing of a crippled woman on the Sabbath day triggers the  
 controversy. (13:10-13)
 B.  The leader of the synagogue was a Sabbath-legalist who hypocritically  
 misrepresented the purpose of the Sabbath day.  (13:14-17)

II.  So-called (professing) believers (e.g., Pharisees) will continue to introduce  
      corrupting doctrines into God’s kingdom program. (13:18-21)
 A.  The parable of the mustard seed. (13:18-19)
 In this context, the parable teaches that many “professing” believers  
 will be found within the confines of God’s kingdom program. 
 B.  The parable of the leaven.  (13:20-21)
 In this context, the parable teaches that “professing” believers will 
 introduce corrupting doctrines into the kingdom program. 

IMPLICATIONS FOR BELIEVERS TODAY ON SABBATH OBSERVANCE

1.  “A ‘Christian Sabbath’ is a misnomer, and the very use of the term indicates 
      inexcusable inattention to biblical terms.” Chafer, Grace (p. 245) 

2.  The Sabbath was given to Israel as a sign (Ex. 31:12-17) and was never given to 
      Gentiles. (p. 250) 

3.  The Lord sought to rescue the Sabbath from being an enslaving institution and to  
      restore its function as a benefit to man.  Yet he never imposed the Jewish Sabbath 
      on either Gentiles or Christians. (p. 254, 255)

4.  When contemplating the Scriptural observance of the Lord’s Day (not the Jewish 
      Sabbath), three considerations arise:  (1) it belongs to a particular people; (2) it is 
      not subject to rules; and (3) its observance is not limited to one day! (p. 283)  God 
      wants us to enjoy an unbroken Sabbath life (Heb. 4:1-16)
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 5.  The Scriptures presuppose that the believer is a normal Christian to the extent that 
 he is yielded to God and walking in the Spirit, that it will be his delight to do the 
 will of God, and to rejoice above all else in the larger freedom which the Lord’s  

Day affords for worship and service. (p. 284)

 6.  The believer under grace is an adult son in the Father’s house, with the wider 
 latitude which belongs to the full-grown, self-responsible man. (p. 287) 
 

7.  The real question is not, “How shall we preserve the sacredness of the day unless 
we have laws and enforce them?”  It is rather, “Can the believer, to whom the day 

 belongs, be trusted, when filled with the Spirit, to glorify God on the Lord’s day?”  
 (p. 288)


