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“THE GOSPEL IS POWERFUL TO CHANGE LIVES”
ACTS 19:21-41

FEBRUARY 22, 2009 

INTRO

1. Wherever the Church boldly and faithfully proclaims the gospel, lives are   
     changed.
 

Do you remember Paul’s teaching on the process of spiritual change:

Ephesians 4:20-24                                 Look at Acts 19:18-20
1.  Learn Christ (4:20-21)                      1.  Learn Christ (19:8,9,10,18a) 
2.  Put off (4:22)                                    2.  Put off (19:18b) 
3.  Change thinking (4:23)                  3.  Change thinking (19:8,9,10)
4.  Put on (4:24)                                    4.  Put on (19:19-20)

2. Wherever the Church boldly and faithfully proclaims the gospel, it faces satanic 
    opposition.
 

In Jerusalem – from organized religion (4:1-31; 5:17-42; 6:9-15; 8:1-4) 
In Antioch – from prejudice and envy (13:44-52) 
In Lystra – from ignorant paganism (14:8-19) 
In Philippi – from reactions to victories over the demonic realm (16:16-40)
In Thessalonica – from an unruly mob, egged on by jealous religious leaders 

(17:1-9) 
In Athens – from the opposition of worldly philosophy (17:16-34) 
In Corinth – from Judaism (18:5-17) 

 

MESSAGE  

Paul plans for the advance of the powerful gospel. (19:21-22)

1. Macedonia and Achaia
Philippi 
Thessalonica 
Berea 
Corinth 

2. Jerusalem 
 
3. Rome 
 

Paul is encouraged by seeing further proof that the gospel is powerful to change  
lives. (19:23-41)
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1. The causes of the riot in Ephesus (23-27)
-- the relentless labor of one man totally committed to Jesus Christ (26)
--  the true spiritual change in many people (18-19) 
--the church’s use of proper spiritual means (see 20:27,31) 
 
“The Ephesian believers did not lobby the city authorities, picket the silversmith’s 
shops, or organize demonstrations against Artemis worship. They did not try to be 
popular. They preached and lived out the message and let the power of their 
changed lives confront and push out the old ways.” MacArthur p. 184 

2. The characteristics of the riot in Ephesus (28-34)
 --Anger (see 7:54; 16:22-23; 21:27b-31) 
 
 “The gospel makes people angry because it confronts them with their false religion 

  and their sin and forces them to recognize the inadequacy of their world view, 
  exposing the emptiness of their lifestyle.”  MacArthur p. 186 
 
  --Confusion 
 
  --Close-mindedness 
 

3. The calming of the riot in Ephesus (35-41) 
 

APPLICATIONS
 

1. Notice  that Paul, unless otherwise directed, is free to choose where he wants to  
minister and when he wants to minister.  So are we!  Is your soul at rest in the will   
of God? 

2. Notice that when Satan loses souls all (you know what) breaks loose. But Paul  
expects opposition because he knows that the gospel changes lives. Is there 
anything in your life that has no other explanation than that God moved in (John 

 14:21,23)? 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 


